Macclesfield Camera Club

Internal Competition Rules (Amended Sept 11)
The internal competitions consist of five individual competitive events spaced throughout the season.  They are judged independently by an external judge.  A cup is awarded at the end of the season on the basis of the total scores across the five events.  Each event is either on a theme or open subject which is announced at the beginning of the year and listed on the programme.  Digital images and prints are judged separately.  
1. The original image and any subsequent manipulation (darkroom or digital) must be the work of the author.  Submitted prints or digital images or any image significantly similar to them must not have been entered into any previous formal Macclesfield Camera Club competition in any format. Significantly similar images are defined as those with only minor alterations to the composition or viewpoint or where the basic impression of that image remains constant and would normally be interpreted as being the same without careful examination.
2. Authors may submit up to 4 prints and 3 digital images for each competition. 

3. Print entries should conform to L&CPU rules with the external mount size being 50 cm x 40 cm, the actual image can be any size.  The backing mount must be the same size as any front mount to prevent damage to other images when the prints are stored in stacks.  Similarly, the back of the prints must be free of sticky tape or glue residues to prevent damage to other work.  At the discretion of the Committee, non-standard print mounts may be accepted from beginners.
4. All prints should have the image title and the authors name clearly written in ink, on the back of the mount in the top left hand corner.  Entries should be provided to Rob Hockney no later than the Monday 2 weeks prior to the competition.

5. Digital images should be reduced in size to a maximum of 1400 pixels wide for landscape or letterbox format and 1050 pixels high for portrait or square format.  Images should be saved as high quality JPEGs in sRGB colourspace.  Detailed instructions on resizing images are available as a downloadable document from the club website (macclesfieldcameraclub.org.uk/).

6. Files should be named with the image title e.g. Digital image name.  Spaces are acceptable in file names.  For a typical image this will result in a file size of around 1.0 Mb.  This procedure produces images that are optimal for digital projection with a manageable files size suitable for emailing.  Digital images should be submitted via email to Rob Hockney (rob-hockney@supanet.com) or on a CD no later than the Monday 2 weeks prior to the competition.  Additionally images should be emailed to macc_cameraclub@tiscali.co.uk for inclusion on the club website. 
7. All entrants should complete an electronic submission form irrespective of whether they are submitting prints or digital images.  The completed submission form should be either emailed to Rob Hockney (rob-hockney@supanet.com) or provided along with the digital images on a memory stick or CD.  A copy of the submission form can be downloaded from the club website.

8. Listed below are some common problems with image submissions, please try to avoid these.

· Image titles – these should be written in lower case except for the first letter and the initial letter of any proper names.  Please do not write your titles all in upper case. 

· Spaces are acceptable in electronic file names, you do not need to use underscore or hyphens.

· If you use the definite (the) or the indefinite (a) article in image titles please ensure that this appears on the back of the print or the digital file name as well as your list of images.

· Prints should be labelled clearly in ink on the back in the top left hand corner, with the tile and author’s name.
· Please ensure your digital images are the correct size.  There are clear instructions on our web site explaining how to resize images, please follow these.  Also before submitting images please re-check the final image size.  A simple way to do this is to display the image ‘dimensions’ as one of the headers in an explore window.

· When emailing images ensure these are attached to the email and not embedded in the mail message.  If in doubt try mailing them to yourself to see how they come out.

· There is a facility in most email systems to reduce the size of an image before mailing¸ please ensure that this is switched off or your images will come through too small.

9. For themed competitions, the Judge will be advised take into account the appropriateness of the print or image to the theme when awarding a mark.

10. Each print or digital image will be awarded a mark out of 20.

11. The best two marks out of the possible four will be added together in each section to provide a mark for that event, giving a total possible 40 marks.

12. The final year end score for each entrant will be the total of the best four event marks gained during the five competitions, i.e. a possible 160 total marks at year end.

13. Cups will be awarded to the authors with the top scores in both print and digital image sections.

